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FIXED FOR LIFE

Youg Bushman, executive director of the Marlborough Housing Authority }rneets with residents of the Pleasant Street senior apartments ti; discus‘s thelon
waited $5.5 million overhaul of the facility Tuesday. [DAILY NEWS STAFF PHOTO/KEN MCGAGH]

Tenants excited over
$5.5M senior housing
[ehab in Marlborough

By Jeff Malachowski
Jaily News Staff

MARLBOROUGH - Residents. -
»fthe nearly 60-year-old Pleas- .

mt Street senior apartments on

luesday called the planned mod- -
rnization of the facility exciting

ind long overdue.

The city was recently awarded
i3.3 million in state money to
ielp pay for the $5.5 million proj-
i¢t. The state initially granted
darlborough $2.2 million, but
ncreased the amount as esti-
nated construction costs rose
nd city leaders secured addi-
ional money for the work.

Marlborough will also use
720,850 in solar net metering
redits over 10 years, $100,000
rom the neighborhood sta-
jlization program, $100,000
n Community Development
eserves and $400,000 approved
y the Gity Council to helpfund
e project. The city alsoreceived

$100,000 earmark from the
egislature for the upgrades.

The complex was last upgraded
1the 1980s. That work included
rindow replacements and anew
dof.

About 15 residents of the facil-
y met with state Sen. Jamie

Eldridge, D-Acton, state Rep.
Danielle Gregoire, D-Marl-
borough, and Community
Development Authority officials
to discuss the project. Residents
are eager for the upgrades, which
will likely commence in a year.

“Ilové this place,” said resi-
dent Dél Gavin. “It's areally good
place. I believe we should have
doneityearsago.” -

Emmie Lafreniere, a seven-

 year resident of the four-building.

complex, is very pleased but
wishes the project were moving
faster. .

She said the apartments have

a variety of problems: too few.

electrical outlets, aging kitchen
cabinets and balky windows.
“Half of the windows you can't
put up and down, unless you're
Superman,” she said.
Renovations to the 42-unit
apartment complex - which
openedin1961 - are settoinclude
kitchen and bath replacements,

plumbing upgrades, bath venti-
lation, electrical and fire alarm ~

system improvements, asbestos
abatement, new entry doors and
sprinkler systems. The upgrades
will help seniors age in place by
replacing bathtubs with walk-
in showers and easy to reach
cabinets.

“Werealize the unitsneed tobe

See HOUSING, A8

Pleasant Street senior apartments resident Janet Bernard, 85, walks her
dog Mary Lou and a friend’s dog Lizzie, after attending a meeting with
state legislators and city officials to discuss the long-awaiting $5.5 millioi
overhaul of the Marlborough Housing Authority facility Tuesday. [DAILY
NEWS STAFF PHOTO/KEN MCGAGH] - o L



Del Gabin, 87, a ten-year resldent of senior housing on Pleasant Street in
Marlborough, does the crossword puzzle in her apartment after attending

a meeting to discuss the long-awai
Tuesday. [DAILY NEWS STAFF P

dents. “We recognize much more

needs to be done. We’ re Iookmg
to make sure you live
apartments.”

“g quality of life issue,”
Residents are un

additional parking will not be part.

of the plans. They hope the city
can expand the number of park-

ing spots. They asked cityleaders

to have the interior work done
building by building to reduce
the effect on the tenants.

1odernization of her

‘ant1c1pates putting t le pro;ect

out to b1d next spr!

“This pro;ect Is several years in
the makmg, ' |

reached at 508-490 7466 or
jmalachowski@wickedlocal,
com. Follow him on Twit-

ter @ ]malachowsk;M w.




